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Tell Me The Story: Creator Creates Out of Nothing - wk 2 
Rev. Scott McGinnis - First Presb. Church of Newton, KS - August 29, 2021 

"Tell me a story, Grandpa.” 

The first sentence of Genesis joyfully declares, "The 
universe is not an accident, and you are not an accident.  There is 
a Creator, a Person, one as personal as you and me.  This Creator, 
who delights to create, created you and everything around you.”  
The Creator creates everything that is, "the heavens and the 
earth.”  The universe did not "just happen," and neither did 
you or I.  Most humans throughout history have come to 
the conviction that the created order is the work of some 
sort of creator.  

Although those who deny a creator tend to get the 
headlines in the media, they are in the minority.  After all, 
as Psalm 19:1 declares, "the heavens are telling of the glory of 
God; /  And their expanse is declaring the works of his hands.”  
And the apostle Paul, one of the most brilliant thinkers in 
history, says in his letter to the Romans, "for since the 
creation of the world his [God’s] invisible attributes, his eternal 
power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being 
understood through what has been made” (Rom 1:20).  

Yet believing this message of God creating “the heavens 
and the earth” through His Word, this is not the result of 
human reflection or reason.  This is divine revelation.  It’s 
what Jesus says to the disciple Peter when Peter 
confesses Jesus to be "the Christ, the Son of the living 
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God" (Matt 16:16).  Jesus said to Peter, "flesh and blood did 
not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven" (Matt 
16:17).  This can be said to anyone who believes the first 
three truths of the creation story: “Creator creates 
creation;” this is a matter of divine revelation.  

This being divine revelation is why the message of 
Genesis 1 does not fit with any purely human worldview.  It 
doesn’t fit in a belief of the world without God.  The human 
author of Genesis 1 did not sit down one day and, after 
reflecting for a long time on what he could see, deduce 
that there is a Creator.  The human author of Genesis 1 
was led to this conviction by the revealing work of the 
Creator.  

Now because Genesis 1 is revelation, Genesis 1 will both 
connect and contradict; it will connect with a culture's 
attempt to make sense of reality.  It will give an “ah, ha!” 
moment of understanding, but it will also contradict merely 
human ideas in order to correct them. 

Is this not the case throughout the Bible?  This connecting 
and correcting.  Is this not especially the case with regard 
to the gospel of Jesus Christ?  A virgin conceives.  "Things 
like that really do not happen," our human worldviews say.  
The Baby lying in Mary's arms is the Creator come to 
earth.  “No way,” other views of the world will say.  Yes, the 
Bible says Jesus dies on a Roman cross, God and 
humans are being reconciled, and the way into the holy 
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presence of our holy God is being opened.  Who would 
have ever deduced that?   

On the Sunday morning after Jesus died, the tomb where 
He had been laid was empty.  Jesus was alive.  Death had 
been defeated.  The affects of sin had been healed.  Many 
say, “What?  Such things do not happen according to our 
scientific view of reality.”   

Jesus is coming again and bringing with Him a whole new 
heaven and earth.  "This is beyond what any reasonable 
person can deduce by reflecting on our present reality."  
Yes, it is.  Revelation is like that.  It comes to us as 
contradiction that brings about correction so that we might 
know the truth that sets us free. 

We know that “Creator creates creation” because the 
Creator Himself tells us so.  Creator creates creation ex 
nihilo, “out of nothing.”  “In the beginning God created…”  The 
word used is the Hebrew verb bara: “In the beginning God 
bara-ed…” 

In Hebrew there are two main verbs translated “create.”  
One is asah, most often translated “to make,” which 
generally means to take something that already exists and 
make something else out of it.  I make bread out of the 
ingredients flour, water, yeast, and sugar.  Did I miss any?  
That’s asah, “to make”.  In the Old Testament, both 
humans and God asah.  But no human ever bara-s.  
Nowhere in the Old Testament do we find any human 
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being bara-ing.  Only God can bara.  Why?  Because the 
verb emphasizes making what has never been before - 
making something out of nothing, ex nihilo. 

Whatever else we believe about how human beings came 
into being, Genesis 1 calls us to believe that we are bara-
ed, made without analogy or comparison.  We are an 
unprecedented new work.  Our contemporaries need to 
hear this message.  You are bara-ed and only God bara-s.  
No one else could have made you.  No process, however 
creative, could have made you.  You are the unique work 
of the Creator, who can bring life out of nothing. 

Genesis 1 is telling us: Creator creates creation out of 
nothing and also, Creator creates by speaking.  That’s 
three things we’ve learned so far in Genesis 1.  Creator 
creates creation out of nothing by speaking. 

In Genesis 2 we will find God getting down in the dust to 
fashion the first human.  But what Genesis 1 wants us to 
know is that God creates by His word.  Not by wrestling 
with primordial powers, not by exerting energy against 
resistant forces, but simply by speaking "let there be,” and 
this occurs seven times: 

"Let there be light" "let there be an expense" "let the waters… be 
gathered” “Let the dry land appear” "Let the earth sprout 
vegetation" "Let there be light in the expanse” "Let the waters 
teem with swarms of living creatures” “Let the earth bring forth 
living creatures after their kind” 
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Seven times, "Let there be."  And then an eighth time: "Let 
Us make man [humanity] in Our image” (v. 26).  Creator 
creates simply by speaking.  Are we surprised, then, that 
when the Creator comes to earth as one of us, Jesus 
redeems and re-creates simply by speaking?  "Get up, pick 
up your pallet and walk” (John 5:8).  "Be quiet, and come out of 
him[, demon]!” (Mark 1:25; see also Luke 4:35).  “Hush, be 
still[, wind and waves]” (Mark 4:39).  “Lazarus, come forth” 
(John 11:43). 

This gives us tremendous hope.  The God who made us 
need only speak to make things happen.  And He is 
speaking all the time, speaking into being new creatures in 
Jesus Christ.  One day He will say the word “now,” and the 
new heaven and the new earth will descend.  We have this 
hope!  All the turmoil going on in our world today doesn’t 
change this hope we have! 

But I am getting ahead of the text before us. 

The fourth observation we have from Genesis about 
creation is the Creator creates creation in divine time.  To 
put it another way, God acts according to His own 
timetable.  This is the point of the 6 + 1 structure of 
Genesis 1.  In the Bible the number seven points to 
completion or perfection.  The seven-day structure of 
Genesis 1 is a way of saying, “God made the universe and all 
things within it in his time, according to his perfect schedule.”  
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We also learn that, fifth observation, is that the Creator 
creates creation in a divine way.  This is crucial to observe.  
Look at Genesis 1:2, “The earth was formless and void,” in 
Hebrew tohu and bohu.  Those Hebrew words mean 
“formless, without structure, void, and empty.”  The song of 
creation then sings of how the Creator brings form out of 
formlessness and fullness out of emptiness.  It is beautiful 
to watch this unfold. 

In days 1 to 2, we have the movement from formless to 
form, from chaos to order.  In days 4 to 6, we have the 
movement from emptiness to fullness.  If you will, in days 
1 to 3, God builds the house; in days 4 to 6, God furnishes 
it. 

And on day four God goes back so to speak, to the work 
of day one and calls forth "lights" that use the existing 
light.  In day five God goes back to the work of day two, 
and He calls forth fish to live in the waters and birds to live 
in the sky.  God empowers the fish and the birds to 
reproduce and blesses them to “be fruitful and multiply” 
(1:22).  The Creator revealed in day five that He loves to 
bless fish and birds.  That’s good news for fishermen and 
hunters.  And on day six God goes back to the work of day 
three and calls for living creatures.  And God blesses 
human beings to “be fruitful and multiply” (v. 28).  The 
Creator seems to delight in fruitfulness.  God loves to see 
things multiply. 
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From forming to filling seems to show that the emphasis is 
not on six days, but the twofold movement from formless 
to form, from emptiness to fullness.  Genesis 5:1 would 
seem to corroborate this when it refers to God’s creative 
work and says, “in the day when God created”.  The song of 
Genesis 1 wants us to understand that this is God’s way in 
the world.  From formless to form, from emptiness to 
fullness.  However long it took, the Creator loves to move 
things from chaos to order, from void to fullness.  And we 
truly still need our Creator to speak this way today. 

This explains the human longing for order and the human 
longing for fullness.  We are made in God’s image.  This is 
why the gospel of Jesus is full of the words "full" and 
“fullness.”  The God who creates is at work bringing order 
out of the mess, and fullness out of the emptiness.  That 
leads to the next observation. 

The sixth observation is next: the Creator creates a 
creation that is good; seven times the text says "it was 
good.”  Now it does not always feel that way now in our 
time, and Genesis 2-11 will help us understand why.  But 
when God created God said “it was good.” 

This brings us to the last observation, the seventh 
observation. The Creator creates creation in His own 
image.  The Creator creates a creature who shows the 
rest of creation who the Creator is and what the Creator is 
like.   
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This we will examine fully next Sunday, but as we begin 
our study of Genesis 1-11, note the importance of who has 
revealed this to us.  Note how the narrator in Genesis 1, 
was there observing Creation in the beginning.  This fits 
with the Gospel of John’s Creation account in John 1:1, 
where John says Jesus is the Word of God.  So who was 
present and able to know the mind of God in the 
beginning?  Jesus, the Word, as John writes, “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God” (John 1:1).   

Reflecting on the author of Genesis, yes, on one level, 
Moses, or one of his students, narrated the revelation of 
Genesis 1.  But on another level, behind Moses, before 
Moses, and beside Moses, is the Word of God Himself, 
revealing what none of us would ever have been able to 
deduce. 

So “Creator creates creation,” what does this knowledge 
do for us?  I think it’s this.  Once we know about our 
Creator, we then learn more about Him.  We learn from 
Jesus we have a Father in heaven who loves us.  This is 
maybe one of the most helpful truths from the Bible story.  
When we go through a difficult or disappointing time, it can 
be helpful to recite and remember this. 

If you’re feeling more disappointment today than reasons 
to love God, turn to the things you know He has done on 
your behalf.  As John Eldredge writes, and I’m using for 
my September newsletter article, we can say, “Thank you 
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for creation.”  “Thank you for creation.  Thank you for the 
Tallgrass prairie and the beautiful sunsets of Kansas.”  
Continue with “Thank you for redemption” — Romans 5:8 
says, “God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die 
for us while we were still sinners.” 

“Thank you for my redemption.”  “Thank you for continuing 
to speak and thank you for your coming Kingdom, where 
all our God-given desires will come true.”  Any day now; 
goodness is coming to us.  Genesis 1 reveals to us 
“Creator creates creation” and we soon learn He loves His 
creation. 

You know, there are times in life when the enemy of our 
souls wants us to NOT belief this story.  When his lies say, 
God doesn’t love you; he’s not good; you are alone; life is 
unfair.  

These truths from Scripture help our hearts not pull away 
from Jesus.  Instead we hold on to this Story: Creator 
creates and loves creation.  We will continue this Story 
next week. 

(Drawing from the writings of Rev. Darrell Johnson’s The Story of All 
Stories and John Eldredge’s Get Your Life Back.) 
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