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In 1967 the English singing group "The Beatles" were commissioned to write a song that would  

reflect their generation that wanted to change the world's atmosphere with love and peace for all. 

That song became, "Love is all you need!" It became an immediate hit song all around the world. 

Surely, almost everyone wants love and so why wasn't there peace on earth? This catchy song stuck 

in most peoples minds and hearts, but still it did not bring peace.  

The problem is there are many kinds of love. My guess is that this The Beatle’s song is speaking 

about brotherly love, family love, and even romantic love. Yet, we lacked peace, because most love 

originates from man’s conditional heart and fleshly desires.  

The Beatles knew love was important, but didn't know that all love actually comes from God's  

divine love. They didn't know the foundation needed of that deepest love. Let's see what Jesus had 

to say about this foundational love that must come first to us and into us in order for us to love  

others unconditionally.  

During the week when He was crucified, Jesus was asked by one of  

the scribes - by one of the teachers of the Law, -  

 “What is the greatest commandment?”  

Remember how Jesus answered?  

“Hear, O Israel! Yahweh your God is one Lord; And you shall 

love Yahweh your God will all your heart, and with all your 

soul and with all your mind, and with all your strength”  

Mark 12:29-30.  

Then Jesus went on to say,  

“The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

There is no other commandment greater than these” Mark 12:31.  
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Jesus sums up the whole Law under two great loves: the vertical love for the Living God and 

the horizontal love for the people around us.  

The apostle Paul can therefore say,  

“Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for those who love thy 

neighbor have fulfilled the law. For this, ‘You shall not commit adultery, you shall not 

murder, you shall not steal, you shall not covet,’ and if there is any other  

commandment, it is summed up in this saying, ‘you shall love your neighbor as  

yourself.’ Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the 

law” (Romans 13:8-10).  

What this means in practical terms is this. If we seek to love God with all our being, that love 

will express itself in obedience to commandments one through four:  

“You shall have no other gods before Me; You shall not make any images of Me; You 

shall not take the name of Yahweh your God in vain; Remember the Sabbath day, to 

keep it holy.”  

And if we seek to love our neighbors as we love ourselves, that love will express itself in obedi-

ence to commandments five through ten:  

“Honor your father and your mother; You shall not murder; You shall not commit  

adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not covet  

anything that belongs to your neighbor.”  

Putting it this way makes us see just how loveless our world is. 

Understanding the Law in this way makes us realize our need 

for a Savior, for the One who came to give us a new heart.  

Jesus sums up the whole Law under two great loves: the  

vertical love for the Living God,  

and the horizontal love for the people around us.  

We must receive God's love before we can love  

others as we would like to be loved . . . unconditionally!  

Just Living Life Enjoying God’s Love,  

~ Pastor Scott 
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Cruiser's  
 

 Will NOT meet in February 
 

Love to all! 

Church Life 

February 7th is Super Bowl Sunday 

AND “SOUPER BOWL” Sunday! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The JUMP Youth Group would like you to 

donate money by placing money in which 

team can you want to win the Super Bowl 

(CHIEFS!). If you just watch for the  

commercials , there is a can for that too! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

All money raised goes to Harvest of 
Love to help feed people in our  

community.   Thank you for helping 
support this community project! 

Whether your favorite team 
(CHIEFS!) wins the Super Bowl or 

not, let’s be winners by donating to  
Harvest of Love! 

 

First Presbyterian Church Deacons are  
hosting a take-out Valentine’s Lunch to 
celebrate the holiday that serves as a  

reminder to love one another. 
 

 
We will be serving delicious to-go lunch in 

carry-out boxes that will include one  
serving each of: lasagna, dressed  

salad, french bread,  
AND A CHOCOLATEY DESSERT!  

  

To order your lunch, please call/text  
Tricia Brothers at: (316) 282-2331.   

We ask that you please place your order 
 by February 5th.  

  

Lunch will be available to pick up after  
church service (900 Columbus Ave)  

between 11:30am—12:30pm  February 14th.   
 

Please drive up to the exterior kitchen 
door, and someone will bring your order 

out to your car.  We can deliver upon  
request when placing your order. 

  

Donations are appreciated.   
All money received for lunches will  
go toward the Campership Fund. 

  
 



We Fondly Remember Robert (Bob) Sjogren 

Robert D. Sjogren, CPA, 77, passed away on January 
21, 2021. He was proud of his Swedish heritage and enjoyed 
the company of family and friends. He was born on October 
5, 1943 in Concordia, KS and the second of three sons to 
Lawrence and Dorothy Sjogren.  He was a 1961 graduate of 
Concordia High School, where he was active in football, 
 basketball and track. He served as Co-Captain of the football 
and basketball teams his senior year. 

He attended Kansas State University majoring in business. 
Bob played football for Kansas State University, serving as 
Co-Captain his senior year, earning the nickname “The Old 
Fighter.” He was a member of Sigma Chi Fraternity. 

After graduating in 1965, he married Franco Hammel on July 
16, 1966 and went to work for Arthur Young and Associates 
in Kansas City, MO.  He served in the Army Reserves for six 
years. 

Bob and Franco moved to Newton in 1971, where he joined 
the accounting firm of Knudsen/Monroe and Co. as a CPA.  He became a senior partner 
and worked there until his retirement in 2009. 

He was very involved in Newton First Presbyterian Church, where he was a Deacon, an 
Elder and a PEF trustee. He also served on the Ghost Ranch Foundation Board. 

He was married to Franco until her passing in 1996. He married Marilyn Kemme in 2005. 
They greatly enjoyed international travel. 

Bob was a huge supporter of his alma mater and was known to “bleed purple.” He was a 
proud member of the group of former football players known as the Golden Cats, served 
on the Kansas State Foundation Board, was a lifetime member of the Alumni Association, 
and held season football and basketball tickets. 

As a lover of the arts, Bob supported the Carriage Factory Art Gallery in Newton, KS; the 
Birger Sandzen Gallery in Lindsborg, KS; the Beach Museum of Art at Kansas State  
University, and was a season ticket holder for Music Theatre of Wichita. 

He was a long-time member of Kiwanis, serving a term as President. He was a member of 
Newton Country Club and was an avid golfer. He supported KPTS-TV, KMUW-FM, Big 
Brothers and Sisters and EmberHope. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, first wife Franco (Hammel) Sjogren and brother 
James Sjogren. He is survived by his wife Marilyn (Kemme) Sjogren, Newton, KS; brother 
Charles (Bonnie) Sjogren, Concordia, KS; Sister-in-Law Marcia Sjogren, Concordia, KS; 
Brother-in-Law Don Hammel (Nancy), Bastrop, TX; Nephew Chuck Sjogren, Concordia, 
KS; Niece Kimba Sjogren, Wichita, KS; Nephew Timothy Sjogren, Concordia, KS; Niece 
Tammera Bird, Rochester, MN; Niece Jennifer Gonzalez, Studio City, CA; Nephew Phil 
Hammel, Austin, TX; Step-Daughter Cindy (Steve) Depoe, Cincinnati, OH; Step-Son Dan 

(Sheri Tollefson) Kemme, Albuquerque, NM; Step-Son Pete (Gayle) Kemme, 
Tucson, AZ; Step-Daughter Susan (Phil) Arensman, Wichita, KS, and 10 step-
grandchildren. 

   A Celebration of Life will be held at a future date. Memorials can be sent to  
   the Permanent Endowment Fund of First Presbyterian Church in Newton,  
   KS, or to a charity of your choice. 



Notes from the Nurture Team 

1: Sunday school: We are going to learn more about John the Baptist, Jesus Being  
 Tempted, Valentine’s Day (The Love of God), Jesus Fishes For Men and Lent. We are 

hoping to be able to meet face to face. If not, then lessons will go home. 

2: Music: Members have been volunteering to sing the hymns and special music, plus 
Pastor Scott has said the congregation can sing if they keep their masks on.  

3: Nurturing: Devotion books are being distributed to those that would like one.  This is a 
gift from the Nurture Team to let people know we are thinking of them. Even tho  the 
devotion book is called: “365 Devotions for Seniors”, we discovered it is good for all 
ages! If you want one and have not received one, please call (316-283-0504) or email 
(newtonfpc@gmail.com) the church office and we will get you one.  

4: Worship: We are livestreaming the service. It can be found on YouTube and then on 
our Facebook page later on Sunday. Hope you are watching if you cannot join us in 
person. 

Yours in Christ: Mary McGehee 

Church Life 

FPC January Session Notes: 

At the Session meeting on January 18, 2021 we welcomed new officers, Susan 
Brack, Mike Enz and Jeraldine Smith as Ruling Elders.  We know their experiences 
and talents will be good for the Session.  We also bid farewell to Carol Higgs, 
Sandy Larson and John Stretcher after their three years of service.  Their  
contributions have been very helpful and we thank them for their service. 

Committees will be undergoing some changes as new Elders and Deacons take on 
additional roles as committee members.  Remember, you don’t need to be a  
member of the church to serve on a committee!  If you have an interest in the  
Operations, Nurture, or Outreach Teams, please volunteer to be on a committee or 
let me know if you would like additional information about each team. 

Marsha Swander was re-elected as the church Treasurer, and Rojean DuBois was 
re-elected as Clerk of Session.  We voted to restart Sunday School and all youth 
activities, observing COVID precautions, on January 24, 2021. 

Please view our live-streaming services on YouTube if staying at home.  Invite 
friends, family and neighbors to do so also.  Let people know that we are LIVE and 
ALIVE!  I found this week that some congregants didn’t know we were having in 
person services.  Spread the Word, but not the virus! 

Rojean DuBois, Clerk of Session 



 
 
 

 

Februa ry  Dea con s  Request s   

Fo r the  Sa lv at i on  Ar my  Fo od  P antry  
 

 

• • • • 

• • 

• 

• 
 

When you’re shopping, please pick up these items for our neighbors in need.   
Please call the church at 316-283-0504 if you would 

 like someone to pick up items from your home.   
The need is great right now.   

Also, please remember them in prayer. 

Please pray for relief 
from trials along 
with prayers of 
thanksgiving for 

blessings. 
 

•  All those suffering from effects from illness,  
separation, or other issues within our  

community, our country & around the world   • 
•  Richard (Pam Trussell’s youngest brother)  • 

•  Blessings of a ZOOM meeting with Bob 
Sjogren’s Swedish cousins  •   

•  Duane Plummer (Marilyn Sjogren’s sister)  •  
•  Those that volunteer & serve our church  •   

•  Tricia Brothers • 
•  Gage & Vivianna (Paul & Rojean DuBois’ 

grandson & his girlfriend) • 
•  Craig Steffen  

(Nate & Julie Regier’ brother-in-law)  • 
•  John & Gwen Haspels and Gwen’s mother  •  

•  The family of Bob Sjogren  •  
•  Rafael Madrigal & Isabella  •  

•   The family LeRoy Duerksen (Mary Ediger’s 
brother) and the family of her nephew’ wife  •  

 
 

If you have a prayer request or 
want to become a member of the 

prayer chain, please contact 
 Rojean DuBois at 316-772-8128.  

Church Outreach 

Your warm hearts =  

Their warm hands!  

Thank you for donating to the 

Mitten Basket!    

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you also to the Stretchers for delivering 
these items to Safehouse, Cooper Early Education 

Center and Salvation Army!  
 

Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill  
the law of Christ. ~Galatians 6:2 

 44 

 16 

AND 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+6%3A2&version=ESV


 
 

 
 

 

Our next time to serve at  
New Hope Shelter is  

February 24th, 25th, and 27th. 
Please contact  

Rita Allmon at 316-288-3028  

Justice & Peace Calendar ~ February 2021 
African American History Month 

National Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month 

 1   National Freedom Day 

 7   Souperbowl of Caring 

12 International Day against the Use of Child Soldiers 

13 One Billion Rising for Justice 

17  National Random Acts of Kindness Day 

17  Ash Wednesday  

25  WEAR ORANGE DAY 

NOTE:  Presbyterian Women  
Coordinating Team and the 
Presbyterian Women Circle 

will NOT meet in  
February 2021. 

Church Outreach 

The Kansas Barn Alliance lost a 
valued supporter in September 
with the death of Martha Knud-
sen.  She was a long-time mem-
ber and benefactor through her 
art as well as an attendee at 
several annual Barn Fests. 
           Martha grew up in the Newton area and spent 
most of her life there. As a young woman, she graduat-
ed from Northwestern University in Chicago becoming a 
dental hygienist which was her career for 40 years. After 
her retirement, pen and ink sketching became her pas-
sion. She drew architecturally styled courthouses, 
churches, windmills and, most of all, barns. She pub-
lished 20 different barn calendars and 4 barn books de-
picting barns from all 105 Kansas counties with descrip-
tions of each. She generously donated the books and 
note cards to KBA to sell to benefit the Alliance endow-
ment fund to assist owners of historic barns in preserv-
ing these icons of rural history. 
    Martha was 93 years old and is survived by her hus-
band, Ivan Knudsen, and 2 daughters and their fami-
lies.  
 The above and front page pen and ink drawings 
are in memory of our friend and Kansas Artist, Martha 
Knudsen. Kansas barns are forever documented in Mar-
tha's four volumes of pen and ink sketches. 
We extend our deepest sympathies to her family and 
many friends across the state. We appreciate being se-

lected as a recipient of her memori-
al funds. The funds will be placed in 
our Endowment fund established 
with the Central Kansas Community 
Foundation to further our mission in 
preserving Kansas Barns. 

Listed on the PC(USA) Planning Calendar for 

the week beginning February 1, 2021, is the 

World Interfaith Harmony Week ob-

servance.    “Now more than ever, the inter-

faith movement is needed to foster inclusion, 

harmony, and inspiration for our communities.  

The World Interfaith Harmony Week seeks to 

spread the message of harmony and tolerance 

among the followers of all the world’s reli-

gions, faiths and beliefs. It seeks to do this by 

promoting their common basis of “Love of God 

and Love of the Neighbor, or Love of the Good 

and Love of the Neighbor”. Its message invites 

everyone, excludes no one, and is purely volun-

tary.” More information at https: worldinter-

faithharmnyweek.com/ 



 I am so sorry I had to cancel on you  
guys for the January 17th meeting. It  
was for everyone’s safety.  
 
Just like JUMP kids, I am praying we can 
get together face to face on February 

21st at 11:30 AM. We will have lunch and then have a lesson on: What room is 
what? We are going to take a tour of our church and talk about what each room is 
called and how we should act in each place.  There will also be an activity/game.  
 
I look forward to seeing you all at the next KIDS CONNECTION. 
Yours in Christ: Mary 

Children & Youth Activities 

I am so sorry I had to cancel on you guys for the 17th of January, but it was for everyone’s  
safety. I am praying we will be able to get together this month. I am planning on February 
21st. We will meet at 1:00 PM. We will continue on with our Freedom Ride. In Chapter 1 we 
learned we could talk to God without breaking out in hives. I pray all of you followed the  
video in November and wrote your own prayer. If you are comfortable you can share your 
prayer. We will review this chapter and move to Chapter 2: HOW TO HEAR GOD’S VOICE  
(And not scoot under the bed or break out in more hives). If we’re going to make a friend of 
God and Jesus that’s  beyond all friendships, it’s going to be a two-way conversation. So, get 
ready to not only talk to God, but hear how he answers. 
 
Remember last year at this time we had our “Souper” Bowl Sunday. The members who were 
at church put their money in for the team they wanted to win the Super Bowl or if they just  
wanted the commercials? Well, it is that time again. We will have to do it somewhat different 
this year, but still have people choose which team. If you can be at church on February 7th, I 
will use you to hold the buckets, so for those members who are there can vote with their dol-
lars. There is more information on the flyer that is going out with this Newsletter.  
 
**If you ever want to talk, just let me know.** 
Yours in Christ: Mary  

JUMP! on in 

 

Grades 6-12 

Grades 1-5 



 Worship Teams 
September 2020—February 2021 

1st Sunday    

Organist - Helen Wild 

Ushers/Greeters -   Phil Anderson and Lenny Wild 

Audio -  Steve Tangeman 

Lay Reader  - Mark Gihring 

2nd Sunday    

Organist - Kelli Glann 

Ushers -   Becky Cooper and Pam Trussell 

Audio -  Greg McGehee 

Lay Reader - Brent Glann 

3rd Sunday   

Organist - Kelli Glann 

Ushers -   Paul & Rojean DuBois 

Audio -  Greg Schmidt 

Lay Reader - Sandy Larson 

4th Sunday    

Organist - Helen Wild 

Ushers -   John & Joan Stretcher 

Audio -  Mike Enz 

Lay Reader - John Higgs 

5th Sunday   

Organist - Helen Wild 

Ushers -   Greg and LaDonna Schmidt 

Audio -  Mike Enz                       

Lay Reader -  Nate Regier or Tricia Brothers 

   Usher Substitutes: 
             Mike Enz, Steve & Susie Tangeman, 
 John & Joan Stretcher, Rita Allmon 
    
   Lay Reader Substitutes: 
 Nate Regier, Tricia Brothers,  
 Greg McGehee 

 Newton, KS  67114-1600 

 

SERVICE 

7:00pm, February 17th, 2021  

Lenten Devotionals will be available  

Live each Sunday at 10:30 am! 

First Presbyterian Church Newton KS   
Find & Subscribe on YouTube!  

Pastor Scott’s Bookshelf 

Check the January 2021 

Newsletter for  

selections!  



& 

Don’t see your birthday or                

anniversary on this list? 

Call the church office and  

let’s get your info 

 updated! 

Thanks! 

ANN IV ERSAR I ES  BIRTHDAYS 

FEBRUARY 

February 5th — Paul DuBois’ 80th! 
A Note from Rojean: I wanted to have 
a party to celebrate Paul’s 80th birthday, 
but not with our friend COVID hanging around. 

Paul had a tough 2020 starting in February with 
an ambulance ride and then four other hospitali-
zations during the year.  Finally, after much test-
ing and some cardiac procedures, his Atrial Fib 
and blood pressure were controlled.  

In December he had a kidney stone removed as 
well as a cancerous tumor in his bladder.  Fortu-
nately, they got all of it and will just do follow-up. 

He is doing well now and I would 
like to make his day by showering 
him with Birthday wishes. If you 
can, send a card, an e-mail 
(duboisfarm1@yahoo.com) or a 
message on Facebook to him.  
It will really make his day.   
Thank You! 

February 6th — Steve Tangeman  

February 9th — Jenny Gihring  

February 11th— Alisa Dinneen  

February 15th— James Anderson  

February 16th— Nancy Schlup  

February 18th— Libby Trussell  

February 21st— Janet Brittain,  
 David Kliewer 

February 22nd— Connie Griswold, 
 Scott Perkins  

February 28th— Bill Humphrey,  
 Bill & Ruby Kleymann 

 OF CHURCH FAMILY & FRIENDS!  

Church Officers & Employees 
ELDERS 

Class of 2021:  Rojean DuBois, Mel McAnulty, Nate Regier 
Class of 2022:  Kay Enz, John Higgs, Pam Trussell  
Class of 2023:  Susan Brack, Mike Enz, Jeraldine Smith 
 

DEACONS 
Class of 2021:  Angela Altum, LaDonna Schmidt, Greg Schmidt, Joan Stretcher, Lenny Wild  
Class of 2022:  Paula Anderson, Kelli Glann, Bill Humphrey, Jennifer Switzer  
Class of 2023:  Tricia Brothers, Beth Darrow, Alisa Dinneen, Jerry Krehbiel 
 

PERMANENT ENDOWMENT FUND BOARD MEMBERS 
Class of 2021:  Ron Cheyney, Brent Glann  
Class of 2022:  Keven Hiebert, Larry Trussell  
Class of 2023:  Mel McAnulty  
 

Rev. Scott McGinnis, Pastor • Marsha Swander, Treasurer • Rojean DuBois, Clerk of Session  
Tricia Brothers, Admin. Office Mgr.• Mary McGehee, Children & Youth Director• Tony Martinez, Custodian  

Vada Snider, Choir & Bell Director • Helen Wild, Organist & Accompanist • Kelli Glann, Organist  

mailto:duboisfarm1@yahoo.com

