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These Holy Days: Re-Gifting the Holy Day 
Rev. Scott McGinnis - First Presb. Church of Newton, KS - Dec. 19, 2021 

This year our Christmas sermons are a bit of an attempt to 
think differently about Christmas.  It’s like all year we know 
we are supposed to help people and give to the poor and 
care for widows and orphans, and then we get to 
Christmas and we’re bombarded with these cultural 
expectations that say, “Pick something you want for you, 
hope for it, wish for it, ask Santa for it.”  Gift giving and 
receiving is then the primary tradition for Christmas for 
most people.  

My sister is an amazing gift giver.  She once said, Some 
people are really hard to find gifts for, but she keeps 
looking and eventually finds something for them.  That’s 
the thoughtfulness of a great gift giver.  

I propose she’s the perfect gift giver, so to test her, I asked 
her once, “What do you give Jesus on His birthday?”  She 
said, “ME”.  Ah man, she’s even good at giving Jesus a 
gift.  That’s what He wants for Christmas: His people.  
That really is the most beautiful gift of all.  At the 
celebration of Jesus’ birth we can commit our lives to 
following and enjoying Him. 

I was reading an Advent Devotional based on the writings 
of C.S. Lewis and he quoted one of the confessions of the 
Presbyterian Church.  It asks a question, “What is the 
chief end of mankind?”   
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Answer “To love God and enjoy Him forever.” 

The two together are the Christian life.  “love God and 
enjoy Him forever.”   Then C.S. Lewis makes a great 
observation.  We actually “love God” BY “enjoying God 
forever.”  “Joy to the World” - Jesus came at Christmas to 
bring us into that joy-filled relationship with the Father. 
How many of us receive love when someone we love 
spends time with us?  It’s the quality time, love language.  
God likes quality time with us. 

When we spend time with God, when we pray and read 
God’s Word and when we worship we’re giving God the 
gift of ourselves.  We give God ourselves through worship.  
I think we also can spend time with God when we invite 
Him on an adventure, or follow His lead into a new 
adventure.  Life moves pretty fast, why not invite God to 
join you as you start something new? 

At the first Christmas there were a few people who went 
on an adventure to get there.  They were the Magi. 

I’ll read from the beginning of Matthew chapter 2. 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of 
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, 
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw 
his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”  Matthew 
2:1-2 (NIV) 
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The Magi were also called Wise Men, they were actually 
from a priestly class from the area of modern day Iran.  
And they were not Biblical theologians, but astrologers.  
The Magi – were not people who worshiped the God of the 
Bible.  They simply recognized truth and had a pursuit of 
that truth, even if they did so in a way that would seem 
odd or weird to us today.  But since all truth is God’s truth, 
the search for truth will ultimately lead you to God.  That is 
certainly the case with the Magi.   

If you want to know what the Magi looked like, take a look 
at a manger scene, but remember they probably showed 
up a bit late, so maybe place them farthest out.  See these 
men who came looking for Jesus eventually found Him, 
but first they mistakenly went to King Herod, then 
eventually they figured out what God was up too. 

Just a side note – if you have gotten side tracked in your 
relationship with God, there’s no shame in that, but do like 
the Magi did, move on until you find the real God.  We see 
that is what they did, verse 10, 

They were overjoyed.  On coming to the house, they saw the child 
with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him.  
Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of 
gold, frankincense and myrrh.  Matthew 2:10-12 (NIV) 

They brought gifts.  But why?  Why did they bring gifts? 
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In their culture it could have been a lot of reasons.  Given 
the context it could have been… 

Political –  This was common when someone important 
was born.  Yet, not the case here, Jesus was in the line of 
David, but no one recognized at first that He was truly the 
King of Kings, so the gift was not political.  

It could have been Appeasement – To placate an angry 
god, to appease an Almighty.  Yet Jesus was a newborn 
baby and the Wise Men did not know Him as a god. 

Another reason was as an Act of Worship.  A response to 
greatness.  It seems that is the reason for these gifts from 
the Magi.  They may not have known all the details of who 
Jesus was, but they recognized His greatness. 

Seeing the Magi’s response to Jesus, I would like us to 
consider our own response to Jesus at Christmas.  
Whether you have been a Christian a long time, or you 
have walked away from faith, or you have never fully 
embraced Jesus - we will all have a response to His 
greatness.  So let me hopefully get you thinking.   

WHAT IS THE ONE GIFT JESUS WANTS FROM YOU 
THAT ONLY YOU CAN GIVE HIM?  

It is my contention that only you can give is yourself and 
more to the point, your response of worship and honor.  
Honor Jesus for who He is, “God with us.”  Honor Jesus 
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for what He has done, “Cured the disease of sin and 
death.”  We do not have to be afraid.  Honor Jesus for 
what He will do. 

Worship reminds us of how big God is, how big His 
forgiveness is, how big His care is for us and in turn we 
find our commitment growing in relationship to God.  We 
have this great promise at the end of the Bible, the last 
few Words before Jesus returns. 

“Look!  God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will 
dwell with them.  They will be his people, and God himself will be 
with them and be their God.  ‘He will wipe every tear from their 
eyes.  There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, 
for the old order of things has passed away.”  He who was seated 
on the throne said, “I am making everything new!”  Revelation 
21:3-5 (NIV) 

God takes us as we are.  Yet receiving Jesus doesn’t 
happen automatically, or accidentally.  It’s a choice.  It is a 
choice to respond and receive Jesus. 

Even as we sing Christmas hymns and have fun at 
Christmas, my hope is this, that you will know very clearly 
that God came so you could know Him personally.  Not so 
you could become a theologian or act all religious, but so 
that you could have a personal relationship with your 
Father in Heaven, who loves you.  


