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Growing Up in Jesus series ~ A Study of Ephesians 
Wk 8: Growing Up in Glory - Eph. 2:11-22 (Drawing from Eugene Peterson’s Practice Resurrection) 

Rev. Scott McGinnis - First Presb. Church of Newton, KS - May 16, 2021 

Paul’s message on growing up in Jesus may come as a 
surprise to us.  Ephesians 1:3-14 tells us about the world 
we live in: we are men and women, boys and girls, 
Blessed…chosen…destined…bestowed…lavished…
made known…gathered up… by God our Father, Jesus 
our Brother, and the Holy Spirit within us. So what’s going 
on?  I’ll tell you.  God is continuously acting in ways that 
are good, loving, and glorious.  He has a plan to set 
everything right.  (Psalm 96:13 says this.)  That’s good 
and needed news.  When so much of life doesn’t feel 
glorious, there is glory in the world, because every part of 
our lives is affected by the actions of God. 

Everyday growing up we learned about the world, but 
probably little was mentioned about glory.  There is a huge 
irony there.  For all our learning, we know little of what’s 
going on in the world.  Because we’ve heard little about 
glory.   

If you’ve been around church for any period of time, 
you’ve heard of original sin, but have you ever heard of 
your original glory?  Yes, before sin entered the world, that 
is before Adam and Eve sinned, humanity was created 
wonderful, very good and glorious.  And that’s still the 
truest thing about you.   

John Eldredge writes in Waking the Dead,  
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We were crowned with glory and honor.  Why does a 
woman long to be beautiful?  Why does a man hope to be 
found brave?  Because we remember, if only faintly, that 
we were once more than we are now.  The reason you 
doubt there could be a glory to your life is because that 
glory has been the object of a long and brutal war. 

That’s why Jesus is “Yahweh to the Rescue,” because 
you’re the treasure worth saving.  You’re the treasure of 
His Kingdom.  Don’t believe me? 

If you’re going to grow up to maturity in Jesus, you simply 
need to know what’s going on in the world.  You need to 
know about God in your neighborhood.  You need to know 
that God is continuously active in this world in good and 
glorious ways.  You need to know that in and with 
everything that is and and everything that takes place, 
God is present and active.  Paul tells us this.  Paul tells us 
that everything that is going on in this world is about our 
growing in glory as Jesus’ Body.  

From its opening lines, Ephesians has saturated us in the 
presence of God in everything.  The Christian life is too 
often treated in our culture as an extra, something we get 
involved in after we have our basic survival needs taken 
care of and then we realize that things aren't yet quite 
complete.  So we become a Christian.  That is all good 
and well, but there is actually no B.C. in our lives, no 
“Before Christ.”  Neither is there any B.C. in anyone else 
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who is not a confessed Christian.  Christ is always 
present, for all of us.  

Just because we have no awareness of the presence and 
action of God previous to our knowledge of it does not 
mean that God was absent from our lives.  We must not 
naïvely assume that the Christian life begins with us.  As 
long as we think in those terms, we are apt to judge 
everything and everyone else by our experience and 
circumstances.  That kind of thinking is understandable in 
adolescence.  But we are called to grow up. 

Paul vigorously counters “Before Christ” assumptions, 
when he fills us in on what has been going on "before the 
foundation of the world" (Ephesians 1:4).  The world is 
immense, and God is at work in it comprehensively.  Not 
only that, but everything that God does, is doing, and will 
do involves our total lives (Eph. 1:3-2:10).  Growing up in 
Jesus means growing up to a stature adequate to respond 
heart and soul to the largeness of God. 

Let me ask you a question now as you consider God’s 
place in your life.  How do you answer this question?  
What does God think of you, right now?  What do you 
imagine God saying?  Is it?  Try again, buddy.  You’re still 
not good enough.  Is it disappointment or disgust?  Do you 
think Jesus saved you, but God the Father is mad at you? 

At the end of the day, a lot of us have been taught or 
believed that we need to appease God.  That we need to 
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do something to earn or warrant our place in God’s love 
and God’s household.  Yes, in every area of life in our 
world we DO have to earn our keep.  We do have to work 
hard.  We do have to make something of ourselves.  We 
do need personal responsibility for our actions.  You can’t 
outsource that responsibility.  You can’t blame your 
irresponsibility on a system or on someone else.  You are 
responsible for you and the outcomes of your actions. 

But with God?  Do you have to do something for God to 
love you?  NO.  God, your Creator, is responsible for you 
and love is the starting point in our relationship with God.  
Love is also all along the middle points.  Love is constant 
all the way into eternity. 

Why?  Because God is love.  Because within the Trinity is 
a loving relationship that Philippians 2 describes.  Jesus 
being very nature God showed us what God is like: self-
sacrificial love.  I watched the movie Gran Torino last 
week.  Wow, the main character loved the Hmong family 
next door.  He showed this kind of self-sacrificial love for 
them.  In a way it showed the kind of love God has for us.  
We are invited into that loving relationship.  Love helps us 
grow up to maturity, to put aside selfish ways, childish 
ways.  But you are all you have to be to be loved: just you.  
He loves you, because He made you. 

You are the treasure of God’s Kingdom.  And because of 
Jesus, the deepest, truest part of you is good.  In Genesis, 
God saw all that He had created and said it is “very good.”  
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Yes, sin has damaged us, but Jesus came to heal us, not 
condemn us.   

Because of Jesus we know we have a Father in heaven 
who loves us.  You are the apple of His eye.  You are His 
beloved.  He delights in you.  He believes in you.  He is 
cheering for you.  You have and always will, always will, 
belong to Him. 

How have you experienced our Father’s love?  I 
encourage you to make a list and keep it with you.  Let it 
remind you of what’s truly going on in the world.  You are 
glorious. 

You know, I honestly believe we cannot live higher than 
our highest belief about ourselves.  So it’s very good news 
that God thinks this highly of us.  It’s a truth, a glorious 
truth we’re growing into as we get to know God.  The fact 
that we yearn, everyone yearns for a relationship with 
God, is already proof positive that God wants a 
relationship with us.  You know what it is in a friendship 
when you feel you’ve reach that point where vulnerability 
is not a scary thing.  Shields are down and you’re relating.  
So tell me about how you perceive God, what is He like?  
Is He a friend? 

When we know God is for us, I think we can go through 
Scripture and start to see the unfolding of God’s loving 
personality.  Consider 1 Corinthians 13 when you go home 
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today.  It’s a personality portrait of God.  Walk through it.  
What does it reveal about who God is? 

Now if you read 1 Corinthians 13, or any portion of 
Scripture, and shame is your response, if you say, “Well, I 
just don’t measure up.  I’m just not good enough.  Look at 
all the screwy stuff I’ve done in my life, no wonder God 
hates me.”  If you’re reading Scripture through shame, 
you’re always going to come away condemned.  But if you 
read it as a loved child of God and see God as He is, and 
that He wants to invite you into His life.  He doesn’t see 
you as “damaged goods.”  He knows we get lost at times 
and He wants to find us.  If you read Scripture as a loved 
child of God, you’ll see you’re His beloved. 

I think our normal fleshy reaction to God is always shame 
and you see, the Cross came to completely disarm that.  
That process is so important to get started.  If you don’t 
start there, if you don’t let the Cross disarm your shame, 
then you’ll always have an excuse as to “why God 
wouldn’t like you, why God wouldn’t make Himself known 
to you,” because “you think you’re this horrible person.” 

There’s nothing glorious about shame, which is why Jesus 
did away with it as a weapon against us.  Shame is the 
tool of the enemy to keep us from the Father who loves 
us, I think that’s what the Cross was meant to mitigate.  
Remember your original glory.  You’re worth saving.  We 
all need to walk to a place of shamelessness with God.  
We need to live loved. 
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This might take ten minutes or it might be a six month 
conversation, as you engage God and Scripture in a way 
that says, “Oh my, God wants me to look different than this 
sin.”  Instead of, “Nah, I’m never going to get this right.”   

Those two reactions are really key as to whether you’re 
going to grow and mature or whether you’re going to get 
lost in the swampiness of feeling unworthy.  The Cross 
came to do away with that swamp of shame, you are 
worthy.  You are worthy of the love of the Father, because 
He created you and He Loves You.  (Recommendation for 
reading He Loves Me by Wayne Jacobsen.)  

Now I want to say one more thing this morning.  It’s where 
we find ourselves now.  We’re part of Jesus’ Church.  
You’re not alone in the world.  You’re part of the Body of 
Christ throughout the world and visible to us here at First 
Presbyterian. 

Paul wants us to understand and participate in Church as 
Jesus’ Body, not as an institution.  If we don’t grasp 
Church as Jesus’ Body, if we see it as an institution, then 
we will always be dissatisfied, impatient, angry, dismayed, 
or disgusted with what we see, and we will never see the 
beauty of Jesus’ Body.  And we will entirely miss the glory 
of our being His Body.  We will fail to discern what’s going 
on right before our eyes in our congregation.   

A lot of “ands” in that statement, so let me say, as we grow 
up in Jesus, we do notice that the Church comprises men 
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and women in all stages of maturity.  I’ll say that again.  As 
we grow up in Jesus, we do notice that the Church 
comprises men and women in all stages of maturity: 
crawling infants and crying babies, awkward and impulsive 
adolescents, harassed and fatigued parents, and the 
occasional holy man and holy women who have it all 
together.  We find peace and glory in Jesus, but we don’t 
experience that from all His people.  Why?  Because 
frankly, most of us still have a lot of maturing to do.  It’s ok.  
There isn’t a to do list or a checklist for approval here. 

Then about the time we are becoming mature (if we ever 
do), get this, about the time we are becoming mature, we 
find that we have brought another generation into the 
world who has to go through the whole process once 
again.  Humankind does not mature all at once.  Have you 
ever noticed that?  And so our glory in Jesus is there, but 
peace is constantly in the making, and peace is constantly 
at risk.   

I like this quote from George Washington Carver, “How far 
you go in life depends on your being tender with the young, 
compassionate with the aged, sympathetic with the striving and tolerant 
of the weak and strong.  Because someday in your life you will have 
been all of these.”   

So let me say it again, about the time we are becoming 
mature, we find that we have brought another generation 
into the world who has to go through the whole process 
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once again.  And so our glory in Jesus is there, but peace 
is constantly in the making, and peace is constantly at risk.  

As Christians, peace is understood as Jesus present and 
working among us.  It’s not being perfect or going to 
church with perfect people that gives us peace.  It’s living 
loved that gives us peace in our hearts.  None of us came 
to church today to find peace based on our peace skills.  
We all have a lot of growing up ahead of us.  As Jesus’ 
Body, we’re learning to live loved.  We’re learning to 
accept each other as part of God’s family.   

Contrary to that, if we ever look at church and evaluate 
each other strictly on terms of performance, mostly what 
we’ll see is skinned knees and sprained ankles; awkward 
and bungled attempts at keeping peace.  Rather we know 
the Source of our peace, the center of our peace is Jesus.  
And so we don't quit being His Body.  

If you’re not sure what I’m getting at here, let me say it 
another way.  When we consider Church, we must not be 
more spiritual than God.  Church is a Body in relationship 
with a Head.  That means there’s a necessary Headship 
we relate to.  Church is a place and a building, yes.  
Church is people and relationships, yes.  Church is Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, yes.  Church is a Body joined to 
Jesus, yes.  It’s not religious performance.  It’s not being 
more spiritual than God.  It’s living loved and growing up to 
maturity in Jesus our Head.   
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If you want a sign of whether you’re living loved, that is 
whether you’re living connected to Jesus our Head, 
consider what you worry about.  What robs you of peace?  
Exclude Jesus our Head from an area of life, forget we’re 
living loved by our Father, and we’re prone to worry.  Or 
worse, we’re prone to worry if God will provide what we 
truly need. 

Worry seems to be a sign that we are disconnected from 
Jesus, our Head.  Worry seems to be a sign that we do not 
trust Jesus when He says our Heavenly Father is for us 
and active in our lives in glorious ways.  How good and 
loving is God?  Good enough, so that I don’t have to steal 
tonight’s dinner?  Loving enough, so that I don’t have to 
tarnish your reputation to make me feel worthy?  Living 
loved means not having your worth as an individual tied to 
the outcome of any event.  There’s peace there. 

Life as Jesus Body is a change from living anxiously to 
living in the world of God’s loving presence.  We don’t 
work to earn our keep; we are God’s workmanship.  
Ephesians 2:10, “we are what [God] has made, created in Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of 
life,” but not a means to earn our keep.   

The good work isn’t even necessarily what we do when 
we’re gathered in Church.  Note where Jesus does His 
work convincing people of the goodness and love of our 
Heavenly Father.  Almost all of the metaphors Jesus uses 
for the Christian Life come out of the ordinary everyday 
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things of life: seeds and flowers, bread and salt, farmers 
and builders, sparrows and scorpions, widows and 
children.  And note the people he spent most of his time 
with were either outcasts or the under class: tax collectors, 
prostitutes and lepers, fishermen full of vim and vinegar.  
Jesus spent most of His time working outside the religious 
establishment, and so do we.  Jesus gave hope to down-
to-earth, salt of the earth people. 

Jesus also openly avoided the standard religious practices 
of fasting, praying in public, and conventional Sabbath 
keeping and was heavily criticized for it.  With very few 
exceptions, all the works of Jesus took place in a secular 
setting.  This reminds us that God is at work in our daily 
life and probably we don’t need to over-spiritualize things.  
Our life as Jesus Body is good; we don’t need to be more 
spiritual than God.  Jesus is our Head, that’s the glory we 
need.  God has a good purpose for you and plenty of love 
and glory for you.  We need it from Him.  We need to know 
we’re loved.   

We’re growing up in Jesus this year as we wait for His full 
glory to be revealed.  When He comes He’s going to set 
everything right.  We’re not the ones who are going to set 
everything right.  We’re not the agency by which God sets 
everything right.  God is.  We’re His children.  We’re 
waiting for His reign to be fully seen in our world. 

Where I take hope, even in the desperation of the world 
we live in these days, desperation in a variety of ways: 
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politically, pandemic-ly, sinfully, all of that; where I take 
hope is that our God reigns.  He’s coming to rule.  He is 
full of royal splendor, power and beauty, wonder and glory.  
He’s coming to set things right.  Psalm 96:10-13 says it, I’ll 
conclude with this.  What’s going on? 

Get out the message—God Rules! 
He put the world on a firm foundation; 
He treats everyone fair and square. 
Let’s hear it from Sky, 
With Earth joining in, 
And a huge round of applause from Sea. 
Let Wilderness turn cartwheels, 
Animals, come dance, 
Put every tree of the forest in the choir— 
An extravaganza before God as he comes, 
As he comes to set everything right on earth, 
Set everything right, treat everyone fair.


